
OSMIUM
The Metal We Don’t Talk About

© Bodo Albrecht 2018



Disclaimer
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The work presented is entirely my own and not a reflection of 
the opinions or a statement of fact made on behalf of the 
International Precious Metals Institute (IPMI), or of Sabin Metal 
Corporation.

This presentation contains copyrighted material the use of 
which has not always been specifically authorized by the 
copyright owner. I am making such material available in an 
effort to advance the understanding of issues of environmental 
and humanitarian significance.

I believe this constitutes a ‘fair use’ of any such copyrighted 
material as provided for in section 107 of the US Copyright Law. 
In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, the material 
herein is distributed without profit to those who have expressed 
a prior interest in receiving the included information for research 
and educational purposes.



A bit of history…
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Is Osmium a Precious Metal?
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“A precious metal is a rare, naturally occurring 

metallic chemical element of high economic 

value”.



Or is it a Noble Metal?
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“In chemistry, the noble metals are metals that are 

resistant to corrosion and oxidation in moist air (unlike 

most base metals). The short list of chemically noble 

metals (those elements upon which almost all chemists 

agree) comprises ruthenium (Ru), rhodium (Rh), palladium 

(Pd), silver (Ag), osmium (Os), iridium (Ir), platinum (Pt), 

and gold (Au).”



Or is it the Pluto of the metals world?
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The Toxicity Curse
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Scarcity
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Facts

• 10,000 tons of Pt ore yield 1 ounce of Os

• Also co-mined with Ni and Cu

• Supply: ~ 300kg / year

• Price: around US$ 400 / ozt

• Highest density of all elements

• Very hard, and very conductive
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Traditional Uses
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Crystallized Osmium

12 © Bodo Albrecht 2018



New Applications
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Osmium – An Investment Metal?
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Osmium –

Let’s talk about it.


